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TO ADI KARNATAKA BOYS
" I was distressed, my boys, to find that you were forget-
ting your simple habits, and were reluctant to part with your
pocket money for the sake of your brethren. I assure you that
my father gave me no pocket money, and in no other part of
India boys of the middle class are treated like you. But the
State does not house and feed and educate you in order that
you may learn idleness and forget simplicity and self-help. You
must learn to wash your own clothes, cook your own food, and
do all your work yourselves. And may I tell you ? As I look
at you I feel as though you were all foreigners. Can you tell
me why ? " The best amongst the students immediately answer-
ed : " Because we are wearing foreign cloth." " That is very
good. Now there is no reason why you should not be wearing
khadi, every one of you. I tell you I could give you for one-
fourth the price much cleaner caps than you are wearing now.
The circumstance that your superiors or your teachers do not
wear khadi need not deter you. You will not drink liquor, or
eat beef or carrion, because your parents or other Adi Karna-
takas do so. You will on the contrary give up all these things,
and insist on your superintendent providing you with khadi
clothes, telling him that in case theyv are dear you would gladly
curtail part of your cloth rations. You must know that there
are in the country millions of children who do not get the edu-
cation that you get, who do not get not only the pocket money
you get, but not even enough food that your pocket money
could buy them. I want you for their sake to wear khadi and to
learn to spin. Go to the Exhibition and see what it has to teach
you."
'Young India, 14-7-1927